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(54) BINAFttZATION METHOD FOR COLOR IMAGE AND STORAGE MEDIUM 

(5 7) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To limit the total amount of ink 
without inviting the decline of image quality and to prevent 
cockling or the like by setting a pixel position to be off 
beforehand and executing an error propagation method in the 
error propagation method for reflecting an error generated at 
the time of binarization on the binarization of peripheral 
picture elements. 

SOLUTION: A halftone image data binarization device 2 
binarizes halftone image data stored in an input image data 
storage part 1 7 by an error propagation processing and 
prepares pseudo halftone image data. In this case, before 
executing the error propagation processing, whether or not 
the position of the pixel under consideration of the halftone 
image data is a printing inhibition position is judged based on 
a printing inhibition matrix stored in a printing inhibition 
matrix storage part 20 beforehand, an output density is 
immediately turned off and decided at the time of the printing 
inhibition position, and only in the case that it is not the 
printing inhibition position, the error propagation processing is 
executed and output is performed to an output image data storage part 18. Thus, cockling and 
dripping of the ink are suppressed. 
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